WORDS OF LIFE 

for OUR TIME 

CHRIST REVEALED 
versus 

THf MAN OF SIN 


II T h e s s. 2 : 1 - 12 



WORDS OF LIFE FOR OUR TIME 


Booklet- Noo 1 


TITLE: "CHRIST REVEALED versus THE MAN OF SIN" 


NOTE : Mighty and awesome are the events on the near hori¬ 
zon in the day in which we are living„ Seemingly insurmoun¬ 
table problems beset the human race such as the world has nev¬ 
er seen. You can bury your head in the sand and hope they 
will go away if you wish, but eventually the inexorable march 
of history will catch up with youo DARE you face the facts? 
IS there an answer? IS there a GOD: a mighty and loving cre¬ 
ator who has ordained the coming IMPASSE that those He loves 
might have the opportunity to SEE HIS MIGHTY HAND OF DE¬ 
LIVERANCE? Are multitudes being ushered Into the "valley of 
decision," that they might have the opportunity to KNOW the 
LIVING CHRIST and receive LIFE forevermore? (see Joel 3:l4i 

Read this booklet and be INFORMED, and forewarned! If 
you are interested further, you may write to the address below 
and ask for information on other booklets dealing with the rev¬ 
elation of God's purposes for our time. You will find WORDS 
OF LIFE and blessing which will help you to face the future 
with rejoicing and confidence because of the wondrous plan of 
God. 

Write to; Leland Earls 

P.O. Box 7875 
Rosewood Station 
Spokane, Wash. 99208 


INTRODUCTION 


in f-bis introduction, I want to "set the stage "for that which 
will follow by giving a scriptural insight into the "second com¬ 
ing "of Christ as contrasted with His first coming, and help you 
to see that we are truly in the dawning of a new day^ When 
we begin to understand and enter into "the spirit" of that which 
the Lord is making known, we cannot help but exult with the 
Psalmist; "This Is the Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our eyeSo 
This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and 
be glad in it." (Psalm !l8:23-24)=> 

Note the words of Jesus in Rev„ 22:16: "I am the root and 
the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star„" Here 
we have two descriptive titles given by Jesus Himself to depict 
His first and second comings. Let's examine each and see how 
they "open up" an understanding that is beautiful in its sim- 
plicityand yet profound in the depths which it can strike in the 
"Inner chords "of our being. When Jesus came to earth the first 
time. He was "the root and the offspring of David" from the 
moment He was born as a babe in Bethlehem. But there was an 
inception and preparation period of 30 years before He "sud¬ 
denly CAME to His temple" for its cleansing (Mai. 3:1), At the 
beginning of His ministry He cleansed the physical temple at 
Jerusalem (John 2:13-17), but this was symbolic of the fact that 
the cleansing of His "temple nation" of the Jews had begun. 
His entire ministry of three and one half years was given to that 
cleansing when literally thousands of evil spirits were driven 
out of people and from the land. Thousands of people were set 
free from possessing, oppressing, ve xing and afflicting spirits, 
with the healing of all kinds of sicknesses, diseases and Infirm¬ 
ities. (Mott. 4:23-24, 8:16, 10:1,8). However, in the final 
analysis the religious leaders turned the people against Jesus, 
and Hf was rejected and crucified. Jesus foresaw this, and 
prophecied the consequences in a parable recorded in Matt. 12; 
43-45, Hespokeofa man who had beer, delivered from an un- 


clean spirit, but he did not receive anything positive to take 
its place. The spirit returned with 7 other spirits worse than 
himself and entered the man, and the last state of the man was 
worse than the first. Jesus then gave the application by say¬ 
ing; ’'Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation." 
The spirits which Jesus had driven from the land returned bri ng- 
ing hosts of others with them, and in the subsequent years the 
state or condition of the Jews became increasingly worse until 
their temple and the nation were completely destroyed by the 
Romans in 70 A. D.; those not killed being scattered throughout 
the gentile nations. 

Now look again at Rev. 22:16. If Jesus was "the root and 
the offspring of David" at His first coming, then Jesus as the 
"bright and morning star"refers to His coming again, following 
the night of spiritual darkness which He indicated would des- 
cend upon the world. (John 9:4). But note: should we not ex¬ 
pect the pattern to repeat with regard toan inceptionand pre¬ 
paration period before He "suddenly comes to His temple"? I 
believe the very symbolism of the "morning star" shows this. 
For the "morning star" is seen shining in the eastern sky as a 
new day begins to DAWN,-preceding the actual sunrise. No¬ 
tice the words of the apostle Peter in II Pet. I:l9: "We have 
also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as a light that shineth in a dark place, until the 
DAY DAWN, and the DAY STAR (or morning star) ARISE in 
your hearts." The "day of the Lord" of which Peter spoke is 
NOW DAWNING, and the DAY STAR (Christ) is now arising 
in a new and living way in many hearts. We are now in the 
time of preparation leading up to His "sudden coming" to His 
temple again; this time to cleanse it for good. 

In light of the foregoing, let us ask two questions. When 
was the beginning of the end time period of inception and pre¬ 
paration when the "morning star" began to arise? And what 
will take place when Jesus again "suddenly comes" to His tem¬ 
ple following the preparation period? i will answer the last 
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quesHon first. It is my firm conviction that the Lord's taking 
of His Bride, as He suddenly breaks into the household (or tem¬ 
ple) of the church as a thief (Luke 12:39-40), and bodily re¬ 
moves 144,000 of His choicest saints through translation and 
glorification, will constitute His "coming to His temple" and 
the beginning of the three and one half years cleansing (dur¬ 
ing the tribulation). He will cleanse both the temple of His 
church throughout Christendom and the temple-nation of the 
Jews, This cleansing, refining and purging is pictured in Mai. 
3:1-3, It is easy to see that this passage has an application to 
both the first and second comings of Christ. It also has an ap¬ 
plication to the present moment, in that a "remnant" is being 
cleansed and purged NOW, in this day of preparation. 

in His letter to the church at Thyatira as recorded in Rev. 
2:25-28, Jesus mentions His coming again, giving certain pro¬ 
mises to the "overcomers"; then in verse 28 He pledges, "AND 
I will give him the MORNING STAR, " This is the promissory 
betrothal from the Bridegroom to the Bride during this time of 
preparation. Thus the period of the "morning Star" is the time 
for the "overcomers" of the Bride company to make themselves 
READY (Matt. 25:10, Rev. 19:7). Jesus admonishes in Luke 12: 
40, "Be ye therefore READY also: for the Son of man comethat 
an hour when ye think not." He also warns in Luke 21:34-35, 
"And take heed to yourselves, lest. . . that DAY come upon 
you UNAWARES (unforseen or unexpected). For as a SNARE 
shall It come on all them that dwell on the face of the earth, " 
The word "snare" in this passage indicates a net or small rope 
used to TRAP birds or small animals. In the Old Testament, we 
find the name "Rebekah" means a rope, or a noose, as of o 
maiden who ensnares by her beauty, Jesus was "snared" into 
death because of His love for the church (Ephes, 5:25), but in 
this end time, the snare or TRAP which is to suddenly come up¬ 
on the world unawares, is Christ's "taking" of His Bride, sym¬ 
bolized by Isaac (a type of Christ) taking Rebekah to be his 
bride (Gen, 24:67)o It Is also symbolized in Rev, 12:5 by the 
"catching up" of the manchild (matured, spirit-prepared ones). 
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Now let's consider the other question introduced earlier. 
When was the beginning of the end time period of Inception 
and preparation symbolized by the "morning star"? it is not 
that this is so important to know; yet it is a thrill to our hearts 
and a boon to our faith when we see how God has conformed to 
the patterno When Jesus came the first time and was BORN as 
"the root and offspring of David", a STAR appeared (Matt, 2:l- 
2) as a SIGN. About 30 years later He began His ministry (Lk. 
3;23)„ Should we not then expect that God would give another 
SIGN in this end time to indicate the inception period of "the 
bright and morning star"? Consider this; after almost 2,000 
years without a homeland, the Jews declared themselves as a 
reBORN nation in 1948 and the STAR of David began to flutter 
over the land of Palestine. This was the enSIGN mentioned in 
Isa. 11:12 as being set up by God for the assembling of the out¬ 
casts of Israel and the dispersed of Judah. Jesus indicated that 
the "shooting forth" of the fig tree (a type of the Jewish peo- 
ple)v/ould be a SIGN of the nearness of His coming and king¬ 
dom. Then He added: "Verily 1 say unto you. This generation 
shall not pass away til! all be fulfilled." A "generation" is 
usually considered tobeabout30 years; the same length of time 
between Jesus birth and His "coming to His temple". 1 am not 
trying to set dates, but only pointing out the parallel, which 
seems to be more than a coincidence. See Luke 21:29-32. 

When we see the significance of the 1948 birth of the Jew¬ 
ish nation and the raising of the ensign of the STAR of David as 
related to the "morning star" preparation period, we can also 
point to confirming evidence that in the late 40's a moving of 
the Spirit began in a number of places, and in the same period 
of time the Lord began to raise up a number of men in a type of 
"deliverance ministry"of evangelism and healing that has rea¬ 
ched world wide. Then in the late 50's and through the dec¬ 
ade of the 60's, large numbers of people in all denominations 
have reached out for the Spirit's fulness and have come to know 
Christ in a new, a living way. The fact that much which was 
"begun in the Spirit" is now being perpetuated "by the flesh" 
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(Gai. 3;3), only points up the need for each one of us to EX¬ 
AMINE OURSELVES (as to aims, motives, methods, etc.), for 
we are living in a time of great TESTING (and sifting). For 
the Lord is preparing vessels to be completely emptied of seif, 
sanctified by His Spirit, and fit for the Master's use (11 Tim. 2: 
21), being increasingly conformed to the image of Jesus Christ 
(Rom. 8:29). 

The dawning period of the "morning star"wiil be completed 
when the Lord suddenly comes to His temple to take His Bride^ 
But this consummation of the time of betrothal and preparation 
makes possible a further "coming to His temple" by the Lord, 
Does not SUNRISE always follow the dawn? Shall we not ex¬ 
pect "the Sun (Son) of righteousness" to ARISE "with healing 
in his wings"? (Mai. 4:2). This speaks of the great "latter 
rain " outpouring and revival which will take place shortly after 
the Bride is taken. After a time of waiting in the "upperroom", 
those of the remaining church who have humbled themselves in 
a time of continuous prayer and seeking of the Lord, experience 
the "sudden coming" (see Acts 2:2)of the Holy Spirit ina "sec¬ 
ond Pentecost" to empower the church for its tribulation minis¬ 
try and also prepare a "great multitude" (see Rev. 7:9) to meet 
the Lord "in the air"at His coming at the close of the tribula¬ 
tion (Matt. 24:29-30, I Thess. 4:13-17). 

! would like to cal! your attention to another factor before 
you begin reading the remainder of this bookieto Numerous 
prophetic scriptures have more than one fulfillment or appli¬ 
cation. God is well able to cause from one to several appli¬ 
cations to conform to the basic patterns-in-truth given to us in 
the Scriptures, since He knows and declares "the end from the 
beginning" (Isa. 46:10). God never gives the "seeking one" 
more than a part of the picture at a time. God's method is 
"here a little, and there a little" (see Isa. 28:13). The great 
apostle Paul said we see through a "glass darkly" and only "in 
part" (1 Cor. 13:9,12). it would be presumptuous then to claim 
that "the part" we see is the whole. The several colors of the 
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rainbow are but a refraction of the ONE central light of the 
sun„ To see red in the rainbow and then claim that it is the 
only color of the rainbow would be the height of foolishness. 
The "central light" of God's revealed truth in almost any pas¬ 
sage of scripture can be "broken down" intomore than one ap¬ 
plication. This does not mean that we are at liberty to make 
what we want out of scripture and fit it into our "doctrinal 
position. But it does teach us not to "limit the Holy One of 
Israel" (Psalm 78:41), or we shall surely miss the "full spec¬ 
trum" of divine truth. Keep this In mind as you read this book¬ 
let, for "the part" presented herein is certainly not the whole. 

Finally, when presenting insights into God's plan which 
are yet in the future, we must keep in mind that God does not 
want us to become so absorbed in what is coming that we miss 
what He has for us today. God's plan is ever progressive, and 
He is the God of the NOW (the "1 AM"-Ex. 3:14). Although 
it is my firm conviction that the FULNESS of God's purpose 
through the church In this end time will not come until He has 
SHOCKED the church world to its knees through the bodily 
translation of the "firstfrults" Bride company (Rev. 14:1), I am 
keenly aware of the fact that God Is moving by His Spirit TO¬ 
DAY. NOW is our day of preparation, and for those who will 
not "limit the Holy One of Israel", it can be a time of increa¬ 
sed blessing and power, ever going from "glory to glory(IICor. 
3:18). NOW is the new day dawning; Is the DAY STAR arising 
in your heart? 
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CHRIST REVEALED versus THE MAN OF SIN 


Whaf is the subject of II Thess„, chapter 2? The answer to 
this question can help to straighten out much of the confusion 
that has arisen over the contents of this passage„ Inverse one, 
Paul states the subject as "the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, " 
and the whole passage must be seen in the light of this subjecto 
Even going back into chapter I, we see that the entire focus of 
Paul's epistle is the "revelation of Jesus Christ" (1:7) and what 
is to take place when "he shall come" (l:!0)„ Now, with this 
in mind, let us proceed to understand Paul's progression of 
thought, and thus let the light of the Spirit's revelation difuse 
the darkness of man's confused theology which has been con¬ 
structed on a complete misunderstanding of this important pas¬ 
sage o Paul wanted the Thessalonian Christians to understand 
that the "day of Christ" (His coming) was not immediately "at 
hand" as some had mistakenly assumed from spurious informa¬ 
tion purported to be from Paul { 2 : 2 ), And there is an impor¬ 
tant reason given in this remarkable passage, providing the 
occasion for Paul to project a prophetic pattern for the future, 

Paul states there is a very good reason for the delay of the 
day of Christ's coming, allowedby God In His overruling provi¬ 
dence, In verse 3, two important factors are presented: first, 
that day will not come except there come a "failing away” 
first; and second, the "man of sin" must be revealed. In verse 
4, Paul comments on the "worshipful proportions" achieved by 
the "man of sin"after his revelation. He reminds them inverse 

5 that he had previously told them of these things. Now verse 

6 becomes the KEY to the understanding of Paul'sprogression 
of thought, andwemust keep in mind the SUBJECT introduced 
at the beginning of the passage; the COMING of Christ, For 
In verse 6, Paul RE-introduces that subject by saying, "and 
now ye know what withhoideth (holds back or impedes)that HE 
(Christ) might be revealed in his time," The subject is the 
"revelation of Jgsus Christ", and Paul is causing them to un- 


- I - 



derstand WHY fhe day of His revealing or coming was not at 
that time near at hand; the "failing away" had to come first 
{impeding or holding back the revelation of Christ), that He 
(Christ) might THEN be revealed in HIS APPOINTED TIME. 
And also, the "failing away" would prepare the way for the 
revealing of the "man of sin ", who must be on the world scene 
to be destroyed by "thebrightnessof his (Christ’s)coming "(2:8)o 

Those who have garbled this passage have failed to see the 
continuity of Paul's subject throughout and have switched in 
verse 6 to make the "he" to be revealed in his time the "man 
of sin " rather than the Lord Jesus, thus confounding the whole 
and manufacturing a theology completely foreign to the entire 
tenor of end-time events,, The subject is the coming of Christ 
and WHY His day of revelation is to be "held back"or imped¬ 
ed, This is further indicated by verse 7 where Paul explains 
the reason in these words: "FOR the mystery of Iniquity doth 
already work. " The "mystery of iniquity" (or hidden principle 
of lawlessness) which had already begun to work in Paul's day 
WITHIN THE CHURCH would have to RUN ITS COURSE. It 
was this "mystery of iniquity" which caused the "fallingaway" 
(or apostacy) within the church. And it was that same "mys¬ 
tery of iniquity" which would continue to hold back the reve¬ 
lation of JeSus Christ until HIS APPOINTED TIME (verse 6), 

Now in verse 7, Paul introduces the force behind the "mys¬ 
tery of iniquity" by saying, "only he (Satan) who now ietteth 
will let, until he be taken out of the way, " The Greek word 
translated "let" in this verse actually means "to binder"or "im¬ 
pede", Scripture shows us that Satan is THE HINDERER (Zech, 
3:1, 1 ThesSo 2:18), and Paul was showing that he (Satan)would 
continue to hinder or hold back the day of the revelation of 
Jesus Christ THROUGH the "mystery of iniquity” workingwith- 
in the church, causing a great apostacy to take place. When 
seen in this light, it is evident that thetheology which makes 
the Holy Spirit the hinderer, holding back the revelation of 
the "man of sin", is without foundation in scripture and com- 
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niefely out of harmony with Paul's progression of thought In this 
passage □ 

What then does Paul mean when he says that "he (Satan) 
who now hinders will continue to hinder, until he be taken out 
of the way"? { 2 : 7 ). How is Satan to be taken out of the way? 
And if he is taken out of the way, how can he be revealed as 
the "man of sin" ? For our answers to these questions let us go 
to the book of Revelation, chap, 12„ Here we see the spiritual 
church in Spirit travail to bring forth, and a "manchiid"is 
caught up to the throne of God after coming forth in birtho Im¬ 
mediately followirig, Satan is "cast out into the earth" (i2;9)„ 
it will be somewhere near this time that Satan will kriow thot 
his time is short (12:12), Therefore he wHi TAKE POSSES¬ 
SION of a human body in order to mani fast through „ 'Thisv/iil 
likely be the body of someone v/ho hos just died or is nearlyat 
the point of death (probably one of the top men of the KREM¬ 
LIN), and that body Y/in "come alive" and be healed„ This 
w'll be the final fulfinment of the "deadly wound "of the beast 
being healed (see ReVo 13:3), and thus shall Satan be REVEAL¬ 
ED in human flesh as the "VvkN of sin". And rrianffesting as a 
man he shaH personally HEAD the beast empire of communism. 


But we still have not onswered the question as to bow Sat¬ 
an’s hindering tactics through the "m.ystery of iniquity" In the 
church win be taken OUT OF THE WAY, or "OUT OF THE 
MIDST" (of the church) as the literal translation of the Greek 
reads. The answer is two-fold. First, THE MANCHILDl The 
SHOCK upon the remaining church after 144,000 of the choic¬ 
est saints have suddenlydisappearedwiil be such thatali Christ¬ 
ians regardless of denominational or organizational membership 
or persuasion will be rudely awakened to thefactthat NO por- 
ticuiar church group Is exclusively right or THE "chosen" of 
God, They wi II realize that ALL have In a great measure been 
misled and deceived, 

it will be discovered that the 144, OOOwho disappeared were 
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nof- members exclusively, or even in particular, of any one 
church group or organization. Some will no doubt have had a 
nominal membership or relation with certaindenominations, but 
by in large they will have been found to be those who shied 
away from "sectarian" devotion or participation with any de¬ 
nomination or man-dominated organization. Church people 
will become suddenly aware that it was the somewhat "queer 
come-outers" who were "fanatically" devoted to Christ their 
Lord, and who refused compromising entanglements with the 
organized church, that formed the BULK of those chosen by 
the Lord to be taken. In the midst of the shock of that "dumb¬ 
founding" hour, denominational wails will fall among true 
Christians, and they will Join together in humble and contrite 
prayer before the Lord. Thus it will be through the secret strat¬ 
egy of the Lord in "breaking through" the household of the 
church (Luke 12:39), that the age long DIVISION of Christians 
through the "mystery of iniquity" will be nullified. Christ's 
prayer that they might "all beone"(John I7:2l)wil! be fulfilled. 

In the midst of this "new climate" of humble and contrite 
seeking, those of the "manchlid"company who were translated 
and glorified, will suddenly begin to appear to the Christians 
thatremainand SPEAK TRUTH UNTO THEM. And where TRUTH 
alone reigns, unmixed with the doctrines and traditions of men, 
Satan will not have the power to deceive the saints any longer. 
And his jDOwer to "hinder" the revelation of Christ in and thro¬ 
ugh His people will be removed and "taken out of the way". 

The "mystery" of iniquity which is yet at work In the church 
world indicates something hidden; something working under the 
GUISE oftrutho It had begun in Paul's day through "false apos¬ 
tles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apos¬ 
tles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light," (II Cor. 11:13-14). Thus through those 
within the church that he could influence and deceive, Satan 
beganto distort the truth and lead the church astray, Thiscon- 
tinued for many years until there was an almost complete "fal- 
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ling away" (apostacy), finding its culmination in "Mystery, 
Babyon the great, the mother of harlots and abominations of 
the earth" (ReVo \7:5)„ This "falling away" from original apos¬ 
tolic truth is evident In both Catholic and Protestant churches. 
But this power of Satan to work within the church and blind the 
saints with Babylonish doctrines and ways will be "takenout of 
way" when the glorified first-fruits saints begin to appear and 
SET THINGS STRAIGHT, directly from the "throne of God", 
even as Jesus appeared after His resurrection and glorification 
for a period of 40 days, "SPEAKING of the things pertaining 
to the KINGDOM O F GO D„ " (Acts 1:3), It wi 11 be through 
this "manifestation (revealing) of the sons of God" that the 
church will be liberated from Satanic deception and counter¬ 
feit, and made ready for the tribulation ministry of power and 
glory. 

There is a second factor which will cause Satan'sdeceiving 
and hindering tactics to be taken out of the way. Fifty days 
after the glorified saints begin to appear to those remaining, 
a great Pentecostal outpouring of powerwiii fa 11 upon prepared 
and waiting saints. The restoration of the church to original 
apostolic power and authority will come quickly,. Miracles, 
signs and wonders will again be the order of the day. This 
"latter rain" will be much greater than the "former rain "of the 
early church (Joel 2:23, Haggai 2:9), The deceptive and cor¬ 
rupting tactics of Satan will not succeed among the saints who 
make up this "glorious church", for Christ will begin to be re- 
revealed IN and THROUGH His church in reality and POWER. 
Multitudes still in the Babylonish church systems will hear the 
call, "Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues" (Rev, 18:4), 

The world, however, will go from deception to further de¬ 
ception, The unregenerate will be ripe for the acceptance of 
Satan and his "false prophet". For the revealing of the "Wick¬ 
ed" (one) will be "after the working of Satan with all power 
and signs and lying wonders, and with ail deceivabieness of un- 



righteousness IN THEM THAT PERISH; because they received 
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved (II Thess„2; 
9-10). And because they reject truth, which will be demon¬ 
strated in reality and power through a purified and anointed 
church, God moves to HASTEN their complete ensnarement; 
"and for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness 
(il Thess. 2:11-12). 

Now let us consider the 4th verse of II Thess„ 2. Speaking 
of the revelation of the "man of sin", Paul says, "who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above ail that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God." At the present time Satan is 
called "the god of this world" (II Cor. 4:4). Satan is now the 
unseen ruler over the evil systems of man's world. When the 
time comes for him to manifest in the flesh, he will continue 
rulership through the instrumentality of the world-wide commu¬ 
nist conspiracy, for he will become the top man in the Kremlin 
and rule with an "iron hand". He will continue to subdue na¬ 
tions through fear and terror and revolution, as well as out¬ 
right aggression. In light of the present Soviet emphasis on 
developing an orbiting space station, it seems very probable 
that such a sophisticated stationwi11 constitute his secret wea¬ 
pon to intimidate the nations to disarm and submit to his rule 
under threat of having their cities destroyed. For no doubt it 
will carry atomic weapons and also have the power to direct by 
remote control, missiles toward any target in the world. 

This "man of sin" will be aided and abetted by his "false 
prophet". A prophet is one who speaks for another. The term 
"false "which is given to this one is from the perspective of di¬ 
vine truth and revelation (see Rev. 19:20, 20:10). However, to 
the world he wi 11 APPEARas a virtual "Messiah"; a strong lead¬ 
er who will seemingly unite the nations in a "new world order" 
with prospects (through clever propaganda) of peace and secur- 
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ity for a!lo He may be a man of Jewish ancestry, but profes¬ 
sing Christianity, represented by the "two horns like a lamb*’ 
in ReVa i3:lio However, in heart and philosophy he will be in 
favor of increasingly COMMUNIZING all nations which are a 
part of the United Nations World Government which he will 
heado He will not do this overtly, for he will be as it were a 
"wolf in sheep's clothing" (see Matto 7:l5)o The scripture says 
that he "DECEIVETH them thotdweil on the earth by the means 
of those miracles which he has power to do" (ReVo i3:l4)a The 
word "miracle" here is from the Greek semeion, and It means 
"a sign"o Although It can indicate the portent of a supernat¬ 
ural work of power, the word is also used to indicate a signal 
O'- message of some kind. For example, in Matta 26:48weread 
that Judas "gave them a sign, saying. Whomsoever I shall kiss, 
that same is he; hold him fasto " it is quite evident that Judas 
did not perform any supernatural feat when he gave a "sign", 
and the Greek word used is the very same as that which is trans¬ 
lated "miracle" in ReVo 13:14, I9;20o The "signs" which the 
false prophet will have power to do "in the sight of the beast" 
will likely be feats of scientific achievement signifying (sign) 
his great propaganda power to deceive the nations Into submit¬ 
ting to the domination of his World Governments This does not 
mean that the "false prophet" hlmselfwiii necessarily beagreat 
scientist, but he will have at his disposal the best scientific 
brains of the nations v/ho are a part of the World Government 
which he headso 

The some Greek word semeion is translated "wonder" in 
ReVo i3:13where the "false prophet" (Beast Noo 2) "doeth great 
§ wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the 
earth In the sight of meno" Again, the "wonder" is merely the 
scientific feat of modern atomic weapons being "called down" 
or directed to specific spots on the earth after being launched 
into the heaven by missiles» In this respect he wi 11 work "hand 
in glove" with Beast Noa i (the "man of sin") in coercing the 
nations to disarm and submit to the socializing schemes of the 
World Government planners under threat of punitive destruc- 
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tion of their key citieSo This "false prophet" will appear at 
first to be working for the good of ail nations by holding out 
prospects of "peace and security" for all through International 
law and order; but though he has "two horns like A LAMB"^ 
deceiving the nations into becoming a part of his World Gov¬ 
ernment, he "speaks as A DRAGON" (Rev, l3;il)o In other 
words, he will work for the same SATANIC INSPIRED system 
of totalitarian communism which holds sway in the empire of 
Beast No, I, 

Notice in Rev, 13:14 it is recorded that he says to them (the 
nations) that dwell on the earth, that THEY should make an 
IMAGE to the beast. In other words he directs the nations who 
are a part of the World Government to increasingly communize 
their governmental and economic systems to CONFORM to the 
pattern (image) that prevoils in the communist nations. An "im- 
age"is the LIKENESS of something. And through the powerful 
PROPAGANDA MEDIA he will have at his disposal, he will 
have the power to "give life" unto this image and cause it to 
"speak" (see Rev, I3:l5), so that it will have a deceptive ap¬ 
peal unto the nations. Pressure will be put on those nations 
which are reluctant to fully pattern the social and economic 
life of their nations to conform to the ideological image of com¬ 
munism, World government planners will argue that only thro¬ 
ugh such planned and controled societies in all nations will 
civilization be able to survive in a rapidly^^rowing and in¬ 
creasingly technological world. 

In Rev, 13:12 we see where the "false prophet" (Beast No, 
2) causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to "worship" 
the first beast, and in Rev, 13:15, he has power to cause that 
as many as would not "worship "the IMAGE of the beast should 
be killed. The word "worship" in these verses does not neces¬ 
sarily indicate a spiritual worship as is given to a supernatural 
being such as Almighty God, The greek word means literally 
"to kiss the hand toward", and although it is used to indicate 
spiritual worship to God in many places, it is also used to in- 
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dicate fhat obeisance and homage which is given to a notable 
person of some l<ind„ In Matto !8;26, this Greek word transla¬ 
ted "worship" is used to indicate that homage which was given 
to a king by one of his servants^ There were those who came to 
Jesus and "worshipped" Him, recognizing Him as a man sent 
from God, and beseeching him to help them because they were 
aware of His mighty power, but in such instances they were 
merely showing great respect and homage and not worshipping 
Him as God, for at that time they were not aware of His true 
identity (see Matt„ 9:18, 8:2, !5:25)o 

The "worship"which the False Prophet will demand that the 
nations give to the "beast"and his "image", will be that obei¬ 
sance and abject servitude which will be generated through 
FEAR and not through love or respect,, Actually, though not 
realizing it, the nations which "bow down" or knuckle under 
to the dictates of the Beast and his False Prophet will be "wor¬ 
shipping" SATAN, for the Devil himself manifesting in human 
flesh will HEAD the Beast of Communism in the Kremlin^ Thus 
is it written that "they worshipped the DRAGON (Satan) which 
gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast say¬ 
ing, Who is like unto the beast? Wholsable to make war with 
him?" (Revo l3:4)o In other words, most nations will not have 
the power to resist the increasing encroachments of the beast, 
and thus will increasingly submit to and stand in av/e of the 
might of his military power and "miraculous" achievements in 
scienceo 

This brings us back to II Thesso 2:4, whichwe will now ex¬ 
amine more closelyo The "man of sin "is pictured as doing two 
things; first, he OPPOSETH "all that is called God, or that is 
worshippedo " In other words he is definitely ANTl-Christ and 
anti-religion, espousing and promoting the atheistic dogmas of 
Communism, Second, he EXALTETH HIMSELF ABOVE "all that 
is called God, or that is worshipped, " In other words he will 
seek to DISPLACE invisible God (or spirit) worship with the 
"worship" of crass materialism which can BE SEEN, However, 
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as pointed out before, the man (or body) which Satan "takes 
possession of", to manifest through, will be one which has suf¬ 
fered a "deadly wound"o The "raising" of this body will seem 
almost miraculous„ And no doubt the propaganda value of this 
fact will be exploited to the "hilt". There v^'ill be an "aura" 
of invincibility about this manwho asserts himself as THE ANS¬ 
WER to the world's problems. Thus among many simple-minded 
ones throughout the world he could very well be virtually an 
object of worship in a "mystical" senseo 

No doubt many nations, even apostate religious leaders, 
will COURT his favor and presence; the psychology being "let’s 
not ‘rock the boat' to our own detriment", and even "let’s get 
in 'good' with this man since it is obvious he holds the destiny 
of the world in his handsc " Thus itseems likely that he will be 
allowed to appear (in order to be "kowtowed" to) in various 
"temples" (churches and other religious edifices) in important 
cities of the world (like Rome, Jerusalem, etc.), v/here he will 
be "showing himself" that He is the REAL (seen) "god" or ruler 
of this world, thus fulfilling in parf I! Thes. 2:4. His presence 
in such "temples" supposedly dedicated to the worship of the 
true God, could also be a partial fulfillment of the "abomina¬ 
tion that maketh desolate" being "set up" or "standing in the 
holy place" (Matt. 24:15, Dan. 11:31, 12:ll)„ 

In Rev. 13:5 we read that this Beast ruler is given "a mouth 
SPEAKING GREAT THINGSand BLASPHEMIES." We read the 
same thing in Dan. 7:8 where the "little horn" has "eyes like 
the eyes of a man, and a mouth SPEAKING GREAT THINGS." 
Since this "little horn" is seen arising AMONG (not "out of") 
the 10 horns of the Roman empire, it shows that the end time 
anti-Christ wi 11 arise OUTSIDE of the terretorial confines of 
the ancient Roman empire. It seems likely that the "little 
horn" of Dano 8:9 also symbolizes this end time world dictator, 
and if so, then he arises out of one of the 4 areas of the ancient 
Macedonian empire of Alexander the Great; but from territory 
which is now v/ithin the Soviet Union. Regardless of where he 
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actually originates (as to birth place), this man (or body) will 
eventually be "taken over" by Satan who will manifest as the 
"man of sin" as HEAD of the Beast empire of Communism (in 
the Kremlin). 

In Rev. 13:6 we see where this dictator opens his mouth in 
"blasphemy AGAINST GOD, to blaspheme his name, and his 
tabernacle (dwelling place), and THEM THAT DWELL IN HEA¬ 
VEN." Since no communist is wi I ling to admit that there is any 
God, any heaven, or anyone dwelling there, this scripture 
gives positive evidence that by the time this dictator receives 
his investiture of POWER (which Rev. 13:5 indicates will be 42 
months), the Lord will have pulled His secret strategy of bodily 
removing 144,000of His saints out of the earth. In the face of 
this stagering event, the Beast will no longer be able to deny 
the existence of God and those who dwell "in heaven", but 
such evidence will not deter him from his power madness, so he 
BLASPHEMES them, in Dan. 7:25 we read that "he shall SPEAK 
great words AGAINST the most High, and shall wear out the 
saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: 
and they shall be given into his handuntila time and times and 
the dividing of time (three and one half years, or 42 months as 
in Rev. 13:5). 

The force and determination of this man indwelt by Satan is 
also seen in Dan. 11:36-38: "And the king shall do according 
to HIS WiLL; and he shall EXALT HIMSELF, and magnify him¬ 
self above every god, and shall speak marvellous (astonishing) 
things AGAl NST THE GOD of gods, and shall prosper (succeed) 
TILL the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determ¬ 
ined (in the providence of God) shall be done. . .for he shall 
MAGNIFY HIMSELF ABOVE ALL. But in his estate shall he 
honor the god of forces (munitions). " in Dan. 8:25we see his 
craftiness. "And through his policy also he shall cause craft 
to prosper in his hand; and he shall MAGNIFY himself in his 
heart, and BY PEACE SHALL DESTROY MANY: he shall also 
stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken 


without hand/' He will promise a world society of peace, se¬ 
curity and well being forall IF the nations will but SUBMITand 
all recognize his SUPREME authority. Thus he will demand 
"worship" in the sense that we have shown before^ Such 'Rvor- 
5hip”will be directed to both the SYSTEM of communism, with 
the false prophet working for and demanding its IMAGE (like¬ 
ness) in every nation, and also to the personification of the 
beast in its HEAD (the "man of sin"). Rev, 13:4,15. 

In Rev, 13:7 we read, "and it was given unto him to MAKE 
WAR against the saints and to overcome them," The word 
"saints" means set apart ones, and refers primarily in the pass¬ 
age to the regathered nation of Israel in the land of Palestine, 
for they are the people God has "set apart" or separated from 
the nations and unto Himself for his purpose^ There Is no doubt 
also an intimation in this passage of the GREAT PERSECUTION 
against all Christians (who are the "saints" of God's spiritual 
Israel) which shall be pursued with a vengeance In all commu¬ 
nist dominated countries. But we know from other passages of 
scripture that Russia will seek to dominate the middle east in¬ 
cluding the land of Palestine, and will eventually feel com¬ 
pelled for the sake of her interests to MAKE WAR on the Jews 
in Palestine and INVADE their land, Ezekiel chapters 38 and 
39 deal with this coming battle. The words of Rev. 13:7 indi¬ 
cate that the Beast will have a measure of success (until God 
intervenes). This Is also indicated by Dan. 7:21 and 8:24; "1 
beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and pre¬ 
vailed against them. , . and his power shall be mighty, but not 
by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully (astonish¬ 
ingly), and shall prosper, and practice, and shall destroy the 
mighty and the HOLY PEOPLE." His initial successes shall be 
confounded, however, and he shall be defeated on "the moun¬ 
tains of Israel" (Ezek, 39:4). 

In Rev. I3:I6, we see where the beast requires the receiv¬ 
ing of a "mark" in the right hand OR in the forehead. Here we 
have the two groups In the empire of the Beast, whether inRus- 
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sia, the “seat" of the Beast (see Rev. I6:I0), or in those na¬ 
tions where the IMAGE (puppet government) has been set up. 
Those who have the "mark" In the forehead are the HEADS (or 
rulers), which would include all those who are the "trusted" 
appointees of the dictatorial regimes, also including the secret 
police, etc. Those who have the "mark" in the hand are the 
masses who are required to work In support of the Communist 
system and its IMAGE (puppet rulers loyal to Marxism). In 
Rev. 13:15, we see where those who will not "worship"the im¬ 
age of the beast are to be killed. This is the common policy 
in all nations where the beast system of communism has taken 
over. It's either submit or run the risk of being "disposed of" 
in one way or another. 

We can already see the IMAGE (puppet government)which 
has been set up in such nations as Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria, 
Albania, Hungary, East Germany and Czechoslovakia, in 1956 
when many of the peqsle of Hungary revolted and refused to 
give support (the 'mark" in the hand) to the communist dicta¬ 
tors, and "worship" the IMAGE (puppet rulers loyal towards 
communist ideology and to the Kremlin), multiplied thousands 
of civilians were attacked and suffered reprisals, and many 
were ruthlessly killed. In case we think that the beast is apt 
to change his spots (compare Rev. 13:2 with Jer. 13:23), the 
1969 episode in Czechoslovakia should dispel! such foolish no¬ 
tions. The IMAGE in Czechoslovakia was not to Moscow's lik¬ 
ing. The puppet rulers did not have the "mark" sufficiently 
"stamped" in their foreheads (m.inds) so the Russians moved and 
forced a turnover with anew "image" (government) taking over, 
and the people were compelled at bayonet's point to receive 
the "mark" in their hands (support the new rulers). Whether 
the "mark" of Rev. 13:16 will ever involve a literal Inscription 
of some kind on the forehead and hand is doubtful, but the pos¬ 
sibility should not be ruled out. Only time will tell. 

What we now see functioning in the beast empire of com¬ 
munism, will be greatly expanded both by internal revolution 
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in many nations, and also byovert aggression. Especial!yafter 
the firstfruits are translated and Satan is cast down (Rev, 12:9), 
when he will take over a human body to manifest through and 
personally lead in an all-out attempt to take over the world. 
The hordes of demons which are also cast down will whip the 
unregenerate into a frenzied orgy of mass hysteria and fear un¬ 
precedented in human history (Luke 21:25-26). By the time the 
events of Rev. 12 come to pass, the beast will be "firey red" 
(i2:3)with rage and ready for war, with its seven heads crowned 
(indicating seven nations sold out to communism); and in Rev. 
13:1 we see also the ten horns crowned (Indicating ten other na¬ 
tions ready to give themselves totally to the Beast and hiscaus^ 
(see also Rev. 17:12-13, 16-17). Thus the integrated beast em¬ 
pire win be mads up of i7 nations giving their strength and 
power to the prince from the pit. Other nationswil! be "roped 
in" through the deceptions of the False Prophet and his 'vVorld 
Government coercions, and others wiil be taken over by revo¬ 
lution and/or aggression<, However. . . 

The failure of the "man of sin" to get total dominion over 
the earth is seen in Rev, 13:8, "And all that dwell upon the 
earth shall worship him, whose names are NOT written in the 
book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the’world." 
This shows us that those whose names ARE Vv'RI TTEN in the book 
of life will NOT worship him. Remember that a Pentecostal 
outpouring and revival will be taking place during this time as 
never before In human history, NATIONS as well as individu¬ 
als will be mightily affected by this spiritual outpouring, and 
in the final reckoning they will choose to die fighting rather 
than submit to the Prince of Hell, for they 'will realize that 
those who yield obedience to the Beast, or ’’worship his image" 
(inaugurate or "set up" the communist system In their own land) 
will have their lot appointed with Lucifer and his "angels" in 
the "lake of fire" (Rev. 19:20). 

There is a further way in which the "man of sin" SHOWS 
himself that he is "the god"of the objective world, which wiil 



demonstrate and enforce his claim in the SIGHT of all the na- 
tionSo Paul says that "he as God sitteth IN THE TEMPLE of 
God, showing himself that he Is God." (II Thess. 2:4). We 
have already seen how this is to be fulfilled Ina measure by his 
appearing in the religious "temples" of the world. The Greek 
word translated "temple " means a dwellingplace or Inner sanc¬ 
tuary, in the coming yea's of phenomenal scientific achieve¬ 
ment and miracles of the space age, what kind of a "temple" 
might we expect the "man of sin" to dwell ih to DICTATE to 
the inhabitants of the earth, and proclaim himself as the only 
real "God" of the earth. Perhaps we can answer this question 
by turning to Isaiah 14:12-17. "How art thou fallen from hea¬ 
ven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down 
to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast 
said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God: I will SIT also upon the mount 
of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 1 will ASCEND 
above the heights of the clouds; ! WILL BE LIKE THE MOST 
HIGH. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of 
the pit. They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and 
^consider thee, saying, is this the MAN that made the earth to 
tremble, that did shake kingdoms; that made the world asa wil¬ 
derness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the 
house of his prisoners?" Let us not "limit the Holy One of Is¬ 
rael" (Ps. 48:7!) by assuming that this scripture refers only to 
Lucifer's original self-exaltation, rebellion and fall. It also 
portrays his end-time manifestation In human flesh as A MAN. 
This is shown in verse 16 by the question, "Is this THE MAN 
that made the earth to tremble? 

After Satan manifests as a man (the "man of sin") on the 
earth, he will say, "I will ASCEND into heaven"; I will EX¬ 
ALT MY THRONE"; "I will SIT", etc. Here we have the key 
to the "temple " (dwelling place or inner sanctuary) where Paul 
says (nil Thess. 2:4that he will SIT proclaiming himself as the 
"god" of this world. Russia will put a gigantic space platform 
or station into orbit; an earth satellite which will likely carry 
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several men. Including the HEAD of the KREMLIN (Lucifer 
himself)o Thus he will ascend above the heights of the clouds 
saying, "I will be LIKE the most High" (IsOo 14:14). From this 
dwel ling place (temple) and SEAT of power he will seek to dic¬ 
tate to the nations, as a "god" in the HEAVENS ("LIKE the 
most high"). In Psalm 19:1-5, we read where "the heavens" are 
likened to a "tabernacle" for the sun. So shall Satan "ascend" 
and "sit" in the tabernacle or temple of God's heavens inside 
of his space station. His "throne " he will "EXALT above the 
stars of God "by making it so large and luminescent that it may 
be seen with the naked eye in the daylight, "Lucifer, son of 
the morning" (Isa-^ 14:12), can also be rendered "DAY STAR". 
"1 will sit also upon the mount of the congregation. In the sides 
of the north" could indicate that he will dictate to the United 
Nations in the northern hemisphere. Theywill be told what to 
do, and the "false prophet" who will head that assembly or 
conclave of nations wi i 1 seek to implement and enforce his de¬ 
mands. 

It is possible he will also try to appeal directly to the mas¬ 
ses within the nations by beaming radio and TV broadcasts from 
his "throne "In the heavens, urging them to revolt against their 
leaders, to refuse to take up arms, and to join him in demand¬ 
ing genera! disarmament for the peace and security of all. Thus 
he will seek to "weaken the nations" (Isa. 14:12) as a prelude 
to a complete takeover. Not all natlonswill submit, however, 
even though he will seek to terrorize them into submission, des¬ 
troying the cities thereof (Isa. 14:17, Rev. 13:13). The result, 
in time, will be "Armageddon" (Rev. 16:16), and a total con¬ 
flict between the "Beast" powers and those Christian nations 
which refuse to submit to his total rule. 

In Ezekiel the 28th chapter, we have another prophetic 
portrayal of Lucifer where the "king of Tyrus" becomes a type 
of his Satanic majesty. We see his original perfection and 
beauty, and the vanity of heart which caused his fall In Ezek. 
28:12-17. But we also see his manifestation as a man and his 
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ignoble defeat in the following verses: "They shall bring thee 
down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are 
slain in the midst of the seas. Wilt thou yet say before him that 
slayeth thee, I am God? But thou shalt be A MAN, and no 
God, in the hand of him that slayeth thee. . , Thou hast de¬ 
filed thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by 
the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire 
from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and ! will bring 
thee to ashes upon the earth In the sight of all them that be¬ 
hold thee." (Ezek. 28:8-9, 18). Here we have the "MAN of 
sin" being slain by God, ending his reign as the pseudo "god" 
of this world. The wording indicates that a fire may develop 
in the space station or "throne"in the heavens. The space sta¬ 
tion will hurtle to the ground, being brought "down to the pit" 
(earth below)and the "man of sin"wiil "die the deaths of them 
that are slain in the midst of the seas" (the craft likely failing 
into a body of water). But his body will be thrown out, for we 
read: "thou art cast out of thy grave (craft of entombment) like 
an abominable branch." (Isa. 14:19). Also, 1 will cast thee to 
the ground, i will lay thee before kings, that they may behold 
thee" (Ezek. 28:17). This could mean that rulers will travel 
from far and near to view the devil's carcass. Then, God says 
of him, "They that see thee shall narrowly (or closely) look up¬ 
on thee, and consider thee, saying, is this THE MAN that made 
the earth to tremble", etc, (see Isa. I4:l6-l7), 

in Rev. 19:19, we see where "the beast, and the kings of 
the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war a- 
gainst him (Christ) that sat on the white horse, and against his 
army." Physically speaking, "his army"refers to those Christ¬ 
ian nations (likely led by the U.S.A.) and peoples who will 
refuse to "knuckle under" to the dictates of the Beast, even 
though for a time they may go along with the False Prophet and 
his World Government. Thus a mighty conflict will be the re¬ 
sult, called in Rev. 16:14 "the battle of the great day of God 
Almighty". See also Rev. I7:l3-l4 where the Beast makes war 
against "the Lamb". 
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1 am not questioning the fact that there will be great "ar¬ 
mies" of glorified saints and angels in the "heavenlies" who 
will return with the Lord as He comes at the CLIAAi^X of the 
battle, and in order to terminate it (see Rev. 19:11-16), but to 
postulate that physical armies on earth will organize to fight 
armies of heavenly beings is utterly ridiculous. Thetwobelong 
to completely different realms. They have no affinity with one 
another, any more than fish of the sea have affinity with birds 
of the heaven. Can you imagine a school of whales in the oc¬ 
ean being able to fight a flock of geece in the air? When Jesus 
appeared to Saul on the road to Damascus, He said, "Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? Saul, who was a man of flesh 
and blood was persecuting flesh and blood Christians on earth. 
But by Jesus'own declaration, Saul was persecuting (fighting 
against) HIM, a heavenly being. Even so, when the Beast is 
fighting against those Christian nations which will have cho¬ 
sen to take their stand with the Lord God Almighty rather than 
"sell out" to Satan, he will be fighting against the Lord, even 
though battling physical armiesi However, in a battle of nu¬ 
clear giants going "all out", it would be impossible for there 
to be any decisive victory on either side, so it will take the 
personal return of the Lord in power and great glory to termi- 
nate the conflict lest ALL FLESHwould be destroyed (Matt. 24: 
22). In Rev. 17:14, it is "the Lamb" that overcomes the beast 
nations. Since Jesus does not return to the earth as a LAMB, 
this expression would indicate supernatural help to the ChrisH 
ian nations during the battle BEFORE He returns. His person¬ 
al return is as KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS (to 
"tread the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 
God"—Rev. 19:15-16). This Is expressed in II Thess. 1:7 as His 
being "REVEALED from heaven with his mighty angels, in fla¬ 
ming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Now let's take a look at il Thess. 2:8 where Paul states 
that after the "Wicked" (Satan) is REVEALED (as the "man of 
sin"), the Lord will consume him with the "spirit of his mouth" 


- 18 - 



and destroy him with the "brightness of his coming". Regard¬ 
less of the circumstances and instrumentality the Lord mayuse, 
this scripture Indicates that the Lord will personally take charge 
of the final and complete destruction of the "MAN of sin" in 
connection with His being revealed from heaven In "flaming 
fire". But let's take another look at II Thess.2:8o Remember, 
In the introduction to this booklet we pointed out that there can 
be more than one application or fulfillment to most scriptures. 
The word "coming "in thisverse is from the Greek word parousia 
which means "a being alongside " or "presence". When Jesus 
comes as "a thief" (Matt. 24:43, ReVo3:3, 16:I5) to "catch a- 
way" His Bride, He will not openly reveal Himself at that time, 
but will remain "present" In the earth's atmosphere directing 
the manifestation (appearing)of the glorified sons who makeup 
His Bride company (also symbolized by the "manchiid"of Rev. 
12:5, and the "firstfruits" of Rev. 14:1,4). The effect of His 
"parousia" during the three and one half years tribulation will 
be seen through the greatest spiritual power ever yet manifes¬ 
ted by His church on earth. Thus, even though the "Wicked" 
(one) is not finally and completely destroyed until Jesus is lit¬ 
erally revealed in power and great glory at the close of the 
tribulation, there will be a spiritual application of the words of 
ii Thess. 2:8 during the tribulation period. 

The "spirit of His mouth" is the spirit-anointed Word of 
Truth which will be preached IN POWER at that time, causing 
Satanic power over many people to be "consumed". Also, the 
"brightness of His presence" wilt be manifested in the GLORY 
of His church (see Isa. 60:1-3) which will have such an impact 
upon the world that multitudes will come to the "light" to re¬ 
ceive deliverance, and Satan's power shall be "destroyed" in 
their lives. God has ordained that the very peak of the Devil's 
power in the earth through his beast empire, is to be matched 
by Christ's greatest power in His church. This will be the time 
of His REVELATION through His spiritual body before His REV¬ 
ELATION (appearance) in His personal glorified body in the 
heavens. It will be the very "brightness" of His parousia or 


- 19 - 



"presence" and the resultanf power in His people f-haf- will be 
the means of thwarting Satan's attempt to gain complete domin¬ 
ion over ail nations and peoples of the earth. 

But let us look again, and not "limit the Holy One of Is¬ 
rael." It is wonderful to have the Lord reveal that which is com¬ 
ing, but we are living in the NOW, and surely there is an ap¬ 
plication of I! Thess. 2:8 for the present moment. Did not the 
Christ say that He would "com.e" and be present withusalways 
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit which He would send? 
(see John 14:18,23,28, 15:26, 16:7,13), Therefore from one 
perspective His "coming" was on the day of Pentecost, and His 
pcrousia or "presence" is with us now, and to the end of the 
age”li^tt. 28:20, Heb. 13:5). But again, seeing this particu¬ 
lar application does not eliminate the more intensive and spe¬ 
cific future fulfillments already presented. 

Let's say you are a Christian, born anew (John 3:3), and 
having received the very life seed of Christ within (I Pet. 1:23), 
which draws you to Him, causing you to desire to please Him 
and always do what Is right. Yet you are''aTso aware that there 
is a "mystery of iniquity" (II Thess, 2:7) within (the sin nature 
or carnal mind)calied by Paul "the flesh" (Rom. 8:5-9, Gal. 5; 
16-21). And Satan, who is the hinderer, takes advantage of 
this fallen Adamic "desire nature" and keeps you from living 
the victorious Christian life that you really want. In Romans 
chapter 7, Paul relates his struggle with bis "flesh" while un¬ 
der the Law. He very much wanted to serve God and live ac¬ 
cording to His "holy low" (7:12,22), but in trying to do so, he 
discovered another law within himself which he calls the "law 
of sin" (7:22), which caused him to do that which he did not 
want to do (7:15-17). He thus concludes that one of the very 
purposes for which the LAW was given, was to "show up" or 
EXPOSE the carnal sin nature, by demonstrating the inability 
of fallen man, "sold under sin" to fulfill a righteous and holy 
law (7:13-14,18). Even as Paul says: "for to will is presentwith 
me; but how to perform that which is good i find not" (7;i8). 
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We can see how then, from the perspective of an individual 
application, that the "man of sin" (or "Wicked") within Paul 
was REVEALED. 


Many Christians have used the record of Paul's experience 
in Romans 7 as the evidence that Christians are subject to a con¬ 
stant warfare within between "the flesh"and "the Spirit", They 
fail to see, however, that Paul was describing his experience 
under the law, and NOTas a Christian, In Christ he found de¬ 
liverance from this condition (Rom. 7:24-25). In Rom. 8:2 he 
says that "the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death. " He was free from both 
the "law of death" (because of sin) and the "law of sin" (that 
was "warring" in His members causing him to do the evil he 
didn't want to do). ! am not questioning the fact that most 
Christians DO have problems with "the flesh" similar to those 
expressed by Paul in Romans 7; I did myself for many years. But 
I am convinced that this is true because we have not known the 
fulness of truth; neither the fulness of the PROVISION which 
Christ has made for our deliverance. Jesus said, "If the Son 
therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed" (John 
8:36); not half free and half slave to the "old man of sin", 
which Paul says IS crucified with Christ (Rom. 6:6) and isdead. 
(Rom. 6:2, 7-8, but read all of Romans chapter 6). 

But that which the WORD of God declares to be true, must 
be REALIZED in our experience, that Christ might be fully 
formed in us and REVEALED in us (see Gal. 4:19, I:l6). This 
does not come, however, by a striving in our own efforts to live 
the "crucified life", nor by a constant struggle to "put down" 
the old carnal nature. It is the SON who sets free by His Word 
and by His Spirit, And this is what II Thess. 2 :8 tel Is us: that 
the "Wicked" (sin nature) which has been revealed (orexposed) 
in us, shall be consumed "with the spirit of his mouth" (the 
Word), and destroyed "with the brightness of his coming" (the 
firery presence of His Spirit), This is why we are to be bap¬ 
tized with the Holy Spirit and FIRE (Matt, 3:11). 
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Read the whole context of Matt. 3:8-12, where John the 
Baptist tells of One who would baptize with the Holy Spiritand 
flrCr In verse 8 he declares the need for repentance; in verse 
9 he exposes the presumption of man's fleshly pride; then in 
verse 10 he says that the axe Is laid at the root of every tree 
which does not bring forth good fruit, that it might be hewn 
down and cast Into the fire. Now, what IS the tree which does 
not (and cannot--see Matto 7;!8) bring forth good fruit? It is 
the carnal sin nature which is rooted deep within the soul of 
every member of Adam's fallen race. God's method of dealing 
with it is not to patch it up, try to reform it, etCo, buttoelim- 
inate it. The AXE which is laid at the root of this tree within 
each of us is the WORD of the CROSS (the truth that we have 
been crucified with Christ). But that is only half of the plc- 
tureo John says that the hewn tree is to be cast into the fire, 
symbolic of the sin nature being consumed in the Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit and FIRE, enabling one to be free from the "bent" 
or compulsion of that which precipitates into sin, through the 
"circumcision made without hands" (CoL 2:11). See Lev. 9:24. 

Tell me, if it was the blood sprinkled upon the altarwhich 
made an atonement for sins (Lev. 17:11), then WHY, in the Old 
Testament times, was the dead carcass of the slain sacrifice bur¬ 
ned with fire on the altar? Because this was to show byway of 
type that God purposed to deal with the sin nature (the-root or 
cause), and not just with sins (the fruit). The carcass was a 
type of the lower animalistic (or beastly)nature which God has 
ordained to be consumed with fire. But only those fui ly instruc¬ 
ted in what God has provided, and who are ready to place ALL 
on the altar, looking to the Lord with an absolute faith in the 
finished work of Christ for their liberation, can reap the FULL 
benefit of the firey Spirit Baptism. Mostofusmore or less "mis¬ 
sed the bus" because we did net understand the full purpose in 
this experience. But much of the substance of what we missed 
can still be gained by consecration and faith, laying all upon 
the altar, realizing that only the fire of His Spirit can burn to 
the "core" of our being and remove the carnality within. 
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We have seen how the primary subject of il Thess„ chap. 2 
is the "Revelotion of Jesus Christ", But because of the "mys¬ 
tery of iniquity" working within the church, causing a great 
apostacy (falling away). His revelation (unveiling)has beende- 
layed. And the terrible apostacy of the church has set the stage 
for the revelation of the "man of sin "who will exalt himself as 
"the god "of this world. But God's purpose cannot be frustrated 
or defeated, A spirit-powered, glorious church is going to 
come forth right IN THE MIDST of the devil's reign. Christ is 
going to be revealed IN HIS PEOPLE for all the world to see. 
This is pictured in Rev, chap. 1, where John sees the glorified 
Christ "IN THE MIDST of the seven candlesticks" (Rev. 1:13). 
Rev. 1:20 tells us that the seven golden candlesticks represent 
the church. The revelation of Christ FROM HEAVEN "in flam¬ 
ing fire" (II Thess. 1:7-8) and "with power and great glory" 
(Matt, 24:30), cannot take place until Christ has first been re¬ 
vealed IN HIS SPIRITUAL BODY, which is the "FULNESS OF 
HIM that filleth all in all" (Ephes, 1:23), 

Already the Lord is preparing a "remnant" as aFCRERUNNER 
to this coming "glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish " 
(Ephes, 5:27), Through apostles and prophets which the Lord 
is now raising up, the way is being prepared for the complete 
removal of Satan's hindering tactics through that "mystery of 
iniquity" which has corrupted the truth of God and DIVIDED 
the church, causing it to be "hamstrung" in its ministry. The 
Spirit of God is now moving to do a work of preparation among 
those who have "ears to hear" and hearts to receive. Through 
the truth now being revealed, Satan's "mystery of iniquity" is 
being increasingly exposed, and many saints are even now sub¬ 
mitting to the Lord's headship over His church. What is now 
just a "remnant", however, will become a mighty host when 
Satan (as the "hinderer") is taken "OUT OF THE MIDST" (lit¬ 
eral Greek rendering of the last words of II Thess, 2:7), and 
the true church begins to reveal the Christ of God in reality 
and power. May the Lord hasten the day! 
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